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Local Botanical Beauties, Then and Now 
 

Hayward (November 17, 2016) –The Hayward Area Historical Society is proud to present  Local 
Botanical Beauties, Then and Now guest curated by Mary L. Harden School of Botanical Illustration in 
our Community Gallery November 19, 2016 through January 8, 2017. 
 
This exhibit of watercolors shows the variety of plant life that once dominated the landscape of the 
Hayward area as well as plants that are still seen in our foothills and gardens. Some of these plants are 
native species used by the indigenous peoples of the region while other plants were introduced by later 
settlers. The uses of the plants and their impact on the area’s landscape are significant. 
 
Each artist in the Harden School has selected a botanical that interested them and portrayed it in their 
own unique style. They have each studied the form and function of the plant’s growth and structure in 
detail of a live specimen. The resulting illustration is a beautifully true representation of each plant as 
found in our local habitat.  
 
“Seeing these detailed and truly stunning watercolors really brings to life the historical landscape of the 
Hayward area. They also remind us of the natural beauty that still surrounds us,” stated Hayward Area 
Historical Society Curator, Diane Curry.  
 
Meet and greet the artists at a reception on Friday, December 2, 5:30 to 7:30 pm (free).  
 
A Botanical Beauties Art Demonstration will be held on Saturday, December 10, 2016 from 1:00 – 2:30. 
Students from the Mary L. Harden School of Botanical Illustration will share how they became interested 
in painting, show how to mix colors for a broad palette, and help you examine botanical paintings. 
Following the demonstration audience members will be invited to try their hand at watercolor 
painting. Supplies will be provided. Free with museum admission. 

Community members are invited to visit the exhibition at the Museum for History and Culture at 22380 
Foothill Boulevard in Hayward. For more information please call (510) 581-0223 or visit 
www.haywardareahistory.org. 
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Image Caption: Janet Steidel, Wild Artichoke, Cynara cardunculus 
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