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Souls Returning: Day of the Dead 2016 
 

Hayward (September 1, 2016) –The Hayward Area Historical Society is proud to present Souls 
Returning: Day of the Dead 2016, guest curated by Winda Shimizu, in their Community Gallery from 
October 1 through November 13.  
 
The exhibit centers on celebrating Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), which happens every year on 
November 1 and 2. The celebration focuses on the belief that the spirits of lost loved ones, often 
represented by the monarch butterfly, return from another world to be with their friends and family for 
one night. It is a time of celebration, remembrance and honor through art, food, music, the building of 
altars in the memory of loved ones, sharing stories, and connecting with your community.  
 
The exhibition explores all the various stages and symbolism of the celebration through the artwork of 
more than twenty-five local artists. A free opening reception is scheduled for Friday, September 30 from 
5:30 to 7:30 PM. Attendees will have the opportunity to meet the artists and discuss the artwork. 
 
 “Having grown up in Puerto Rico my understanding of Day of the Dead as my family celebrated it, was 
very somber. But after living in California for more than twenty-five years, the history of this festival has 
been expanded and clarified for me. It is not the sad, dark, and solemn tradition I use to know. There is 
nothing somber or macabre about Day of the Dead. Quite the opposite!” says Shimizu.  
 
Educational programs welcoming the entire family include decoration of ceramic skull and make and 
take of Day of the Dead inspired prints by woodblock carving artist Robert Wolff on Saturday, October 8, 
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, and an interactive presentation by artist and cultural educator Anita De Lucio on 
Thursday, October 20, 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Both events are free with museum admission. 
 
Community members are invited to visit the exhibition at the HAHS Museum for History and Culture at 
22380 Foothill Boulevard in Hayward. The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday, 10:00 AM – 
4:00 PM. General Admission is $5, and $3 Seniors and Students. For more information, please call (510) 
581-0223 or visit www.haywardareahistory.org. 
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Image caption: Return of the Souls, acrylic and ink by Ann Maloney-Mason. 
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