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Day of the Dead Exhibit Returns to Hayward Area Historical Society 
 

Hayward (September 26, 2014) – The long awaited return of the Day of the Dead exhibit to the Hayward 
Area Historical Society is here! The exhibit will open at the HAHS Center for History & Culture on 
October 8 through November 9.  Held previously at Meek Mansion in Cherryland, Day of the Dead 
explores the celebration of the holiday through altars prepared by local artists and community 
members.  The altars featured range from traditional to contemporary representations of the holiday, 
but all carry personal themes for their creators.   
 
A variety of artistic expressions of the holiday are featured in the exhibit, from photographs to paintings 
on canvas and leather skateboards to tattoo-style decorative plates will be on display. “The tradition of 
Day of the Dead is influencing a wide range of art. It’s fascinating to see the traditional altars mixed with 
contemporary art and how the holiday is becoming more and more mainstream. I am excited about the 
exhibit’s direction this year under the supervision of guest curator Phillip Gallegos,” says Community 
Gallery Coordinator Amanda Bateman.   
 
A free exhibit reception with no-host food and bar will be held on Thursday, October 9 from 5-7 PM.  In 
addition to the exhibit, there will be a free program for the public on October 11.  Museum goers are 
invited to decorate sugar skulls, get their face painted, and create other fun crafts alongside artists. 
Admission to the museum will be free to coincide with the program, so it is a great opportunity to see 
the new museum and exhibits. 
 
The title sponsor for Day of the Dead is Macy’s, along with Pancho Villa Event Center, Chabot College, 
YCS & Associates, Hayward Area Recreation and Park District, Hayward Councilmember Francisco 
Zermeño and Hayward Councilmember Elisa Marquez. 
 
Image caption: “Dead End Road” by Angela Villegas.  Acrylic on canvas. 
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