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New HAHS Center for History and Culture to Open Doors 
 

Hayward (June 12, 2014) – The Hayward Area Historical Society will be opening the doors to the long 
anticipated Center for History and Culture on Saturday, June 28.  Three years in the making, the 
festivities will begin with a ribbon cutting ceremony at 10:00 AM, and entertainment is scheduled 
throughout the day, including open house tours, kids’ activities, fashion show, history play, 
performances and music by Billy London and the Lucky Dice.  The celebration continues with a museum-
wide open house on Sunday, June 29.  Admission for the opening weekend is free.   The Grand Opening 
is sponsored by California State University East Bay, Wells Fargo, Buffalo Bills, and UBS. 
 
“The Hayward Area Historical Society was founded in 1956 to celebrate and preserve the shared history 
and culture of what was once Eden Township.  Building on promises and dreams made half-a-century 
ago, the latest edition of HAHS will fully engage East Bay residents and visitors with historical exhibits 
and programming that can best be realized in a modern, well-appointed venue.  The Board of Directors, 
staff and volunteers have worked several years and long hours to assure that these notions of mutual 
interest and curiosity resonate with everyone who visits here,” says Executive Director AT Stephens. 
 
The new Center for History and Culture will feature four galleries: the History Gallery, Community 
Gallery, Special Gallery and Children’s Gallery.  The inaugural exhibit Your Story, in the History Gallery 
illustrates the history of the area through the words of community members.  The Community Gallery is 
a modular space where anyone can host an exhibition, program or social event.  The Special Gallery is a 
place for the Historical Society to focus on topics related to the Hayward area, the greater East Bay 
community and California history in more detail through rotating exhibits.  The Children’s Gallery is a 
fun, hands-on learning space where young visitors can explore recreations of Hayward’s Hotel, Holmes 
Grocery Store, a cannery, and the natural environment. 
 
In addition to the galleries, the Center for History and Culture features a research archive where local 
references, maps and a variety of materials documenting the history and lore of the Hayward area are 
accessible.  Opening soon is The Cannery Café, where friends can gather in a comfortable space that 
offers a culinary driven menu.  “2014 is a banner year for the Hayward Area Historical Society.  We are 
opening a wonderful new museum in the Center for History and Culture,” says HAHS Board President 
Gay Ostarello. 
 
Leading up the Grand Opening events and open house is the Grand Opening Gala on Wednesday, June 
25.  The Gala will be an evening of music, culinary delights, specialty cocktails, a traveling dessert cart, 
an espresso bar, a fundraising auction and raffle opportunities. Tickets are $150 for HAHS members, 
$175 for non-members or $1400 for a sponsored table of eight.  For more information about the gala or 
to purchase tickets, please contact Alison at (510) 581-0223 x 151. 


