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Between 1853 and 1964, on the western shore of what is now the city of 
Hayward, there existed a small rural community. This pictorial history 
traces the role of this region, which became known as Russell City.  
Russell City later became a destination point for diverse immigrant groups 
including Spaniards, Danes, Germans, Italians, African Americans, and 
Mexicans. While never wealthy, the residents enjoyed many social and 
cultural riches. A plan to create an industrial park on Russell City land 
emerged during the 1950s. By 1964 the residents and businesses were 
entirely removed through eminent domain.  
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