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Unmentionable: The Indiscreet Stories of Artifacts 
 

Hayward (May 2017) –The Hayward Area Historical Society is proud to present Unmentionable: The 
Indiscreet Stories of Artifacts in the Special Gallery now through October 2017. This original exhibition 
explores all the unusual, icky, scandalous, disturbing, awful, discriminatory, uncomfortable and 
surprising artifacts in the HAHS collection.  
 
Museums, like the Hayward Area Historical Society, collect a wide assortment of artifacts that tell a story 
about a moment in time, a place, person or idea. While the physical artifact stays the same, the meaning 
and significance of that artifact can change depending on what’s happening in the world.  
 
With that thought in mind, the artifacts in this exhibition tell some, not-so-great, but very important 
stories. Some of the items themselves are difficult to look at while others represent an idea or moment 
in time that is hard to comprehend in relation to our modern society and modern thinking. Other items 
may not seem so scandalous now but were at one time.  
 
“This exhibition is really about looking at artifacts in a different way. Acknowledging that all these 
artifacts help tell the history of a community in some way but also recognizing that the story is not 
always a pleasant, happy one. Conversely, some artifacts are just downright gross, uncomfortable or 
controversial and rarely, if ever, displayed because of that. All together in one place…these artifacts 
make an intriguing statement about our history and how and what museums collect,” states Curator 
Diane Curry. 
 
Community members are invited to visit the exhibition at the HAHS Museum of History and Culture at 
22380 Foothill Boulevard in Hayward. For more information, please call (510) 581-0223 or visit 
www.haywardareahistory.org. 
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Image Caption: Curator Diane Curry and Associate Archivist John Christian during installation of 
Unmentionable: The Indiscreet Stories of Artifacts. 
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